


We are also concerned about the negative financial and health impact of an excise tax on the most vulnerable middle
class Americans. Many of the relatively high-cost health insurance plans in the current market reflect the prevalence of
older or sicker workers, rather than the presence of excessive health plan benefits. By targeting increased taxes and
health care costs at tens of millions of the most vulnerable workers, the excise tax will hurt the very Americans who
most need relief from the crushing burden of health cost inflation.

We urge you, instead, to choose alternative revenue-raisers that are less likely to undermine the objectives of reform.
Viable options have been proposed.

We agree with the JCT’s observation that the most effective way to reduce health care spending is to create a more
highly coordinated health care delivery system that promotes and rewards integrated, team-based approaches to
providing high quality patient care in more cost-effective ways. One of the most promising and proven ideas for
achieving this is establishing physician-led personal health teams charged with coordinating comprehensive care and
support patients need to prevent and effectively manage chronic illness through all stages of care.

It is within Congress’ reach this year to adopt this kind of reform in all federal programs and participating private
insurance plans. Americans want reform that will improve quality of care they receive, while reducing the relentless
growth in our nation’s costs.

Imposing an excise tax on employee health benefits — one that will increase the cost of coverage, reduce the quality of
care, and target the most vulnerable, middle class Americans -- is not the kind of health reform Americans deserve. We

can — and must — do better.
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
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Douglas H. Dority
President
America's Agenda: Health Care for All
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John Flynn
President
International Union of Bricklayers and Allied
Craftworkers
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Joseph J. Hunt
General President
International Association of Bridge, Structural,
Ornamental and Reinforcing Iron Workers
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Cecil Roberts
President
United Mine Workers of America
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Mark C. Blum
Executive Director
America's Agenda: Health Care for All

kool i’
Michael Goodwin

President
Office and Professional Employees International Union
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Terence M. O'Sullivan
General President
Laborers' International Union of North America
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Edward Smith
President
Union Labor Life Insurance Company
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Joseph Bock
Attorney
Florio & Perrucci, LLC
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Joseph T. Hansen
International President
United Food and Commercial Workers
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Jules Pagano, Ph.D
Senior Vice President
American Income Life Insurance Company

Roger Smith
CEO and President
American Income Life Insurance Company



